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Criminal Court at Nagercoil. Every effort was made "by
the clerks of the court to get their Sudra friends acquitted.
The first judge openly sided with the accused parties. They
were let out on "bail, while Shanars charged with com-
paratively trifling offences were kept in confinement and in
fetters before trial. The Sudras were allowed, in open court,
to bully and threaten the witnesses and pleaders for the
complainants. Except in one case, that of "burning the
Gunamkadu school-house, where the criminals were sentenced
to hard labour for periods of from one to three years (half the
term of sentence was afterwards remitted), the accused parties
were, as might be expected, acquitted on the ground of the
want of sufficient evidence, though a few were bound over to
keep the peace for a year or so on suspicion.

In the Santhapuram district the Athigari sent police to
apprehend the catechist of Kulattuvilei on Sunday, 23rd
January, 1859, while the congregation were assembling for
divine worship. The teacher pleaded exemption from seizure
on account of the day; but, although the peons said there
was no charge against him, they compelled him to accompany
them to the Athigari. This official furiously reviled the
Christian teacher and the missionaries, had the clothes
stripped off the catechist and torn to shreds, and then had
him put in the stocks and beaten very severely. He was
kept in prison for a week before he was set at liberty.

But it was in Kagercoil district that the rage of the Sudras
burst forth with the greatest violence.

On January 4th upwards of 200 Sudras and others entered
the houses of the Christians tt Talakudi, armed with clubs
and knives, &c., and attacked the inhabitants5 stripping the
jackets off the women, tearing their clothes, and cruelly
beating and kicking them. They also laid plans to destroy
the catechist and schoolmaster of the place, and to burn
down their houses and the mission chapel. Consequently